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John Stuart Mill, the eldest son of James Mill, in 1817,
then a boy of about twelve years old, was studying, with his
father as his sole preceptor^ under the paternal roof. Un-
questionably forward for his years, and already possessed of a
competent knowledge of Greek and Latin, as well as of some
subordinate though solid attainments, John was, as a boy,
somewhat repressed by the elder Mill, and seldom took any
share in the conversation carried on by the society frequenting
the house*isprudence, Beform of the Law, and
